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for the service rendered by civilian or-
ganizations which have contributed di-
rectly to improved relationship be-
tween members of local military com-
mands and civilian communities. The
award may be made in recognition of
service rendered over a prolonged pe-
riod of time, or for a specific one-time
program or service considered to be so
outstanding as to merit commendation
by the Secretary of the Army.

(b) Letter recommendations for
issuance of the Special Certificate of
Achievement for Public and Commu-
nity Relations will be submitted to the
Chief of Information, Department of
the Army, Washington, DC 20310,
through military channels. Rec-
ommendations will include a detailed
description of the contributions made
by the nominee, the inclusive dates of
the period during which the contribu-
tions were made, and a proposed cita-
tion. The value of these contributions
to the Army must be clearly indicated.
No distinguishing device is authorized
for wear by members of the cited orga-
nization.

(c) Presentation of the special certifi-
cate will be made in a manner com-
mensurate with the significance of the
award.

[22 FR 9693, Dec. 4, 1957]
SERVICE MEDALS

§578.26 General.

(a) Purpose. Service (campaign) med-
als denote honorable performance of
military duty within specified limiting
dates in specified geographical areas.
With the exception of the Medal of Hu-
mane Action and the Armed Forces Re-
serve Medal they are awarded only for
active Federal military service.

(b) Awarding. Awarding of service
medals is effected pursuant to an-
nouncement of criteria by the Sec-
retary of the Army in Department of
the Army Bulletins or General Orders.
A service medal thus is automatically
awarded to each individual who meets
the published criteria. Orders are not
required.

(c) Requisitioning. Service medals for
service prior to World War | will not be
requisitioned for display purposes since
only minimum essential quantities are

§578.27

available for issue to authorized recipi-
ents.

(d) Duplicating awards. Not more than
one service medal will be awarded for
service involving identical or overlap-
ping periods of time, except that each
of the following groups of service med-
als may be awarded to an individual
provided he meets the criteria pre-
scribed hereinafter.

(1) World War 1 Victory Medal and
Mexican Service Medal.

(2) World War Il Victory Medal and
one or more of the campaign medals for
that war.

(3) Medal for Humane Action and
Army of Occupation Medal.

(4) National Defense Medal, Korean
Service Medal, and United Nations
Service Medal.

(5) Armed Forces Reserve Medal and
any other service medal listed herein-
after.

[26 FR 6436, July 18, 1961]

§578.27 Good Conduct Medal.

(a) Purpose. The Good Conduct Medal,
established by Executive Order 8809 and
amended by Executive Order 9323 and
by Executive Order 10444 is awarded for
exemplary behavior, efficiency, and fi-
delity in active Federal military serv-
ice. It is awarded on a selective basis to
each soldier who distinguishes himself
from among his fellow soldiers by his
exemplary conduct, efficiency, and fi-
delity while in an enlisted status.
There is no right or entitlement to the
medal until the immediate commander
has made positive recommendation for
its award, and until the awarding au-
thority has announced the award in
General Orders. To qualify for an
award of the Good Conduct Medal, an
enlisted person must meet specified
criteria throughout a specified period
of continuous enlisted active Federal
military service, as outlined in this
section.

(b) Awarding authority. General and
field grade officer commanders are au-
thorized to award the Good Conduct
Medal (original and subsequent awards)
to enlisted personnel serving under
their command jurisdiction who meet
the established criteria. This delegated
authority is limited to service during
the 36 calendar months immediately
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